Our Distinctive Sign

The banner of the third angel has inscribed upon it, "The commandments of God and the faith of
Jesus." Our institutions have taken a name which sets forth the character of our faith, and of this name
we are never to be ashamed. | have been shown that this name means much, and in adopting it we
have followed the light given us from heaven. . .. The Sabbath is God's memorial of His creative work,
and it is a sign that is to be kept before the world.

385
{25M 384.3}

There is to be no compromise with those who are worshiping an idol sabbath. We are not to spend
our time in controversy with those who know the truth, and upon whom the light of truth has been
shining, when they turn away their ear from the truth to turn to fables. | was told that men will employ
every policy to make less prominent the difference between the faith of Seventh-day Adventists and
those who observe the first day of the week. In this controversy the whole world will be engaged, and
the time is short. This is no time to haul down our colors. {25SM 385.1}

A company was presented before me under the name of Seventh-day Adventists, who were
advising that the banner or sign which makes us a distinctive people should not be held out so
strikingly; for they claimed it was not the best policy in securing success to our institutions. This
distinctive banner is to be borne through the world to the close of probation. In describing the
remnant people of God, John says, "Here is the patience of the saints: here are they that keep the
commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus" (Revelation 14:12). This is the law and the gospel. The
world and the churches are uniting in harmony in transgressing the law of God, in tearing away God's
memorial, and in exalting a sabbath that bears the signature of the man of sin. But the Sabbath of the
Lord thy God is to be a sign to show the difference between the obedient and the disobedient. | saw
some reaching out their hands to remove the banner, and to obscure its significance. ... {25M 385.2}

When the people accept and exalt a spurious sabbath, and turn souls away from obedience and
loyalty to God, they will reach the point that was reached by the people in the days of Christ. . . . Shall
anyone then choose to hide his banner, to relax his devotion? Shall the people whom God has honored
and blessed and prospered, refuse to bear testimony in behalf of God's memorial at the very time
when such a testimony should be borne? Shall not the commandments of God be more highly
esteemed when men pour contempt upon the law of God?--Manuscript 15, 1896.

God's commandment-keeping people are described by the prophet as "men wondered at." We are
to be a people distinct from the world. The eyes of the world are upon us, and we are observed by
many of whom we have no knowledge. There are those who know something of the doctrines we
claim to believe, and they are noting the effect of our faith upon our characters. They are waiting to
see what kind of influence we exert, and how we carry ourselves before a faithless world. The angels
of heaven are looking upon us. "We are made a spectacle unto the world, and to angels, and to men"
(1 Corinthians 4:9).--The Review and Herald, June 18, 1889. {25M 386.1}



The Future of God's People

Our people have been regarded as too insignificant to be worthy of notice, but a change will come;
the movements are now being made. The Christian world is now making movements which will
necessarily bring the commandment-keeping people to notice. There is a daily suppression of God's
truth for the theories and false doctrines of human origin. There are plans and movements being set
on foot to enslave the consciences of those who would be loyal to God. The law-making powers will
be against God's people. Every soul will be tested. O that we would as a people be wise for ourselves
and by precept and example impart that wisdom to our children! Every position of our faith will be
searched into, and if we are not thorough Bible students, established, strengthened, settled, the
wisdom of the world's great men will be too much for us.--Letter 12, 1886. {2SM 386.2}

God has placed in our hands a banner on which is inscribed the words, "The commandments of God
and the faith of Jesus." "Here are they that keep the commandments of God, and have the testimonies
of Jesus Christ," He declares. At all times and in all places we are to hold the banner firmly aloft. God's
denominated people are to take a firm stand under the banner of truth. The truths that we have been
proclaiming for more than half a century have been contested again and again. Again and again the
facts of faith have been disputed; but every time the Lord has established the truth by the working of
His Holy Spirit. Those who have arisen to question and overthrow the principles of present truth, have
been sternly rebuked. MR 784
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Thou hast given a banner to them that fear thee, that it may be displayed because of the truth. Psalm
60:4. {TDG 31.1}

See that the truth is inscribed on your banner at all times and in all places. ... {TDG 31.2}

As a nation the Jews refused to receive Christ. He had led them in their travels, as their invisible,
infinite Leader. He had communicated His will to them, but in the test they rejected Him, their only
hope, their only salvation, and God rejected them. "But as many as received him, to them gave he
power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name" (John 1:12). To all who
receive and obey the conditions, God's gifts flow steadily, without repentance, without recall. God has
imparted His gifts to man to be used, not according to hereditary or fanciful ideas, not according to
natural impulses or inclination, but according to His will. . .. {TDG 31.3}

Satan has called this world his territory. Here his seat is, and he holds in allegiance to himself all
who refuse to keep God's commandments, who reject a plain, "thus saith the Lord." They stand
under the enemy's banner; for there are but two parties in the world. All rank either under the
banner of the obedient or under the banner of the disobedient. {TDG 84.3}



Jesus is now sending His message to a fallen world. He delights to take apparently hopeless
material, those through whom Satan has worked, and make them the subjects of His grace. He rejoices
to deliver them from the wrath which is to fall upon the disobedient.--Manuscript 41, March 16, 1898,

" The Measure of God's Love." {TDG 84.4}

There are only two parties upon the earth--those who stand under the blood-stained banner of
Jesus Christ and those who stand under the black banner of rebellion. MR 1104



