BLASPHEMY 


The act of cursing, slandering, reviling or showing contempt or lack of reverence for God. In the Old Testament, blaspheming God was a serious crime punishable by death <Lev. 24:15-16>. It was a violation of the Third Commandment, which required that the name and reputation of the Lord be upheld <Ex. 20:7>.


The unbelieving Jews of Jesus' day charged Him with blasphemy because they thought of Him only as a man while He claimed to be God's Son <Matt. 9:3>. Actually, the lawlessness of the Jews themselves was causing God's name to be blasphemed among the Gentiles <Rom. 2:24>. By their bitter opposition to Jesus and His gospel, they themselves were guilty of blasphemy <Acts 18:6>. Jesus condemned as blasphemy their attributing the work of the Holy Spirit to Satan <Matt. 12:31-32>.


Christians are commanded to avoid behavior that blasphemes the Lord's name and teaching <1 Tim. 6:1>.

(from Nelson's Illustrated Bible Dictionary)
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